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New York F. P. A. Luncheons 


The list of dates of the 1927-28 series of 
luncheons in New York at the Hotel Astor 
is as follows: 

November 19, 1927 

December 3, 1927 

December 17, 1927 

January 7, 1928 

January 21, 1928 


February 4, 1928 
February 25, 1928 
March 10, 1928 
March 24, 1928 
April 14, 1928 














EXIT CHIANG 





ENERAL CHIANG KAI-SHEK has 

resigned as head of the Nanking Na- 
tionalist Government and as Commander- 
in-Chief of the Nanking armies. He is 
reported to have retired to his childhood 
home in Chekiang Province, with the in- 
tention of permanently withdrawing from 
active political or military life in the Na- 
tionalist Movement, although retaining 
membership as an individual in the Na- 
tionalist Party. General Chiang claims 
that he is willing to sacrifice his own posi- 
tion in order to see the revolution succeed. 
By his friends, he is described as a martyr. 
His parting messages urge cooperation be- 
tween Hankow and Nanking to further 
the Nationalist cause against the northern 
war lords, and to drive out the Commu- 
nists in the Party. 

The other members of the Nanking Gov- 
ernment, now in Shanghai, continue in 
office, bending their energies toward a new 
coalition with Hankow. 


The political significance of this move 
on the part of Chiang may be variously 
interpreted. There is no doubt that, as a 
question of military expediency, a com- 
promise was necessary between Hankow 
and Nanking. Obviously the position of 
Nanking was most insecure, menaced as 
it was by Sun Chuan-Fang’s offensive on 
the north, and by possible attack from 
Hankow. The key to the situation below 
the Yangtze has for the past three months 
been held by General Feng, whose 
troops hold a strategic position in northern 
Honan. In June, he joined with G.uneral 
Chiang in denouncing Hankow’s Red con- 
trol; now he has joined with Hankow, 
denounced Chiang and forced his retire- 
ment. The balance of power thus rests 
with Feng. The Nanking and Hankow 
militarists are hurriedly seeking a new 
compromise arrangement with him to 


stem the northern advance, and the ques- 
tion uppermost is: Who is to have supreme 
command? Feng is in the best position 
to get it. 

The present shake-up reveals the mili- 
tarist domination of the Nationalist Party, 
and a decline in the civil authority of the 
Central Executive Committee. Optimists 
see in the new alignment a future 
strengthening of the Nationalist cause, 
and pessimists the disintegration of the 
whole movement. Until either the north- 
ern or the southern group gains control 
over the other’s territory, the immediate 
problem remains a military one. At the 
same time a Nationalist civil government 
is quite as necessary for administrative 
work in the south as the north. But it is 
unfortunately true that in China military 
generals also wish to control revenue ad- 
ministration, and it is over this point that 
the party has split. Some solution may 
be provided at the Nationalist Party con- 
ference which will probably be held late 
this month. 

It must also be remembered that before 
the Nationalists can go very far north 
Governor Yen of Shansi will have to be 
won over, and if General Feng, whose sin- 
cerity Governor Yen has had reason to 
doubt, is in command, there will inevitably 
be more parleys to delay the Nationalist 
arrival in Peking. 


D. M. H. 


Where is the Spirit of Locarno? 

WO recent events in Western Europe 

show that wartime emotions are still 
close to the surface. Speaking in the Bel- 
gian Senate on July 7, Count de Broque- 
ville, present Belgian Minister of War and 
former war-time Premier, accused Ger- 
many categorically of non-fulfillment of 
her disarmament agreements and said that 
he had documentary proof for this state- 
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ment. The affair resulted in an exchange 
of notes between the Reich and Belgium, 
the former answering each of Count de 
Broqueville’s charges explicity. However, 
public opinion on both sides was greatly 
aroused. Since the Interallied Military 
Control Commission was withdrawn from 
Germany on January 31, and French and 
Belgian experts have since verified the 
destruction of the Eastern fortifications, 
the whole thing seems a bit gratuitous. 


The second incident was another of M. 
Poincaré’s Sunday speeches, this time at 
the village of Orchies, the end of July. Or- 
chies was burnt down early in the war 
and M. Poincaré raised ghosts of war- 
time atrocity stories, thoroughly disreput- 
able, as the Manchester Guardian points 
out, to both sides. The Reichstag has re- 
plied, war fever and emotions have been 
revived and to what end? 


The fact that the question of evacuation 
of the Rhineland will almost certainly 
come up at Geneva when the Assembly 
and Council meet in September may pos- 
sibly be one explanation of these attempts 
to inflame public opinion against Germany, 
almost two years after Locarno and a year 
after her admission to the League. 


Administration of the Philippines 


HE death of Governor-General Leon- 

ard Wood further complicates the 
question of the administration of the Phil- 
ippine Islands. Two proposals have re- 
cently been suggested, one of which would 
transfer the Bureau of Insular Affairs 
from the War Department to the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. This was the plan 
suggested by Colonel Carmi Thompson, 
and approved by President Coolige but not 
favored by Governor-General Wood. The 
other plan outlines the formation of a 
board or commission to supervise all of 
our overseas territories. 


The first would doubtless be the simpler 
proposal, but the second might perhaps be 
the wiser in the long run. However, for 
the Philippines, there is in either case the 
immediate problem of finding a capable 
administrative head. No man is available 
with the long years of experience and inti- 
mate knowledge of affairs in the Islands 
which General Wood possessed. There is 
clear indication, however, that the Presi- 
dent heartily approves of General Wood’s 
policy in dealing with the Filipinos and 
would like to see the prosperity he has 
brought about there continued. 

The Filipino political leaders who have 
for the last several years worked to oust 
Governor-General Wood and to remove the 
Insular Bureau from the War Department, 
characterizing the administration and ad- 
ministrator as militaristic, are opposed to 
having the Bureau put under the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. They believe it 
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would be a “backward step,” indicating a 
determination to incorporate the Islands 
eventually as permanent United States 
territory. 


The Russian Opposition Stays 

NEW compromise has settled, for the - 

time being, the differeaces between 
the Stalin Government and the Opposition 
headed by Trotzky and Zinovieff. The 
threat of an open rupture within the 
ranks of the Communist Party has been 
parried for the immediate present by the 
decision of the Central Committee, sitting 
in Moscow, not to oust the Opposition 
heads from the Central Executive Com- 
mittee of the Party. 

The issues in the present controversy 
have been centered around the economic 
and political policies of the Soviet State. 
Both the Government and the Opposition 
agree on the general axioms of Commu- 
nism: government control of industry, 
monopoly of foreign trade, and the ulti- 
mate aim of the Soviet policy—the World 
Revolution. They disagree merely as to 
the best means by which these policies can 
be carried out. 

Last October, following the defeat of the 
Opposition on the eve of the Party Con- 
gress at Moscow, Trotzky and Zinovieff 
promised in general to conform to the 
wishes of the majority of the Party. By 
the recent settlement a certain freedom 
has been secured by the Opposition to 
voice their views prior to the annual Party 
Congress in December. 

While a split in the Party has been 
avoided at this time, there still remains 
the larger problem of reconciling the con- 
flicting views of the two wings within the 
Communist Party. 


The Franco-Spanish negotiations over 
the status of Tangier, which have been go- 
ing on in Paris since February 7, were 
broken off on August 11, though there is 
a prospect of their renewal in October. 

The French, supported by the British, 
although the latter are not represented at 
the Conference, firmly maintain that by 
the 1923 agreement Spain pledged herself 
to uphold the international status of Tan- 
gier which cannot be altered without the 
consent of the signatories to the Algeciras 
Convention of 1906. 

The present deadlock may be broken if 
the negotiations are resumed in October, 
but Primo de Rivera’s anxiety for a vic- 
tory over Tangier is accentuated by do- 
mestic difficulties and it seems deubtful 
whether Spain’s uncompromising attitude 
will be modified. Suggestions have been 
made for a new general international con- 
ference to regulate the status of Tangier, 
but the necessary inclusion of Italy in such 
a gathering occasions disquietude on the 
part of France and Britain. 


The Editors alone are responsible for such opinions as they may express in the News Bulletin. 
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